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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Monday,  October  18,  1937 

(FOH  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  THE  E.&  D.A. "    Information  from  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Homemakers,  won't  many  of  you  admit  a  secret  liking  for  detective 
stories?    Not  necessarily  murder  mysteries;  tales  of  wrong  doers  found  out, 
haled  before  court,  and  given  their  just  deserts.     Innocent  victims  protected 
from  schemers  who  want  to  get  their  money  away  from  them,  and  so  on. 

Then  you'll  enjoy  today's  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent, 
for  she  tells  a  number  of  recont  instances  where  our  Federal  food  and  drug 
officials  have  been  active  in  locating-r  or  detecting,  if  you  prefer-  adulter- 
ations and  misbrandings  of  foods  and  medical  nostrums,  and  bringing  the  respon- 
sible parties  to  justice.    Most  of  thesefall  in  the  class  of  offenders  who  are 
after  the  victim's  money.     That's  true  even  when  the  cheat  is  only  a  few  cents, 
because  it's  multiplied  by  the  total  number  who  are  cheated.     But  the  methods 
taken  may  result  in  actual  physical  harm,  such  as  food  poisoning,  ill  effects 
of  worthless  medication,  or  postponement  of  competent  diagnosis  by  a  qualified 
physician. 

Let  me  read  you  some  instances  from  today's  letter.     Our  correspondent 

writ  es : 

"I've  heard  of  'numbers  rackets',  and  here  is  one  in  which  the  customer 
buys  his  medicine  by  a  number  instead  of  a  name.     It  seems  that  2S6  bottles- 
(I'ni  quoting  from  a  Food  and  Drug  report  now)-  2g6  bottles  of  products  manu- 
factured in  Los  Angeles,   California,  and  sold  under  various  formula  numbers, 
were  seized  in  Chicago  at  one  of  the  health  food  stores.     The  products  were 
falsely  and  fraudulently  represented  to  prospective  purchasers  as  a  treatment 
for  such  serious  diseases  as  diabetes,   asthma,  hay  fever,  high  blood  pressure, 
and  arthritis.     Examination  of  the  products  showed  them  to  consist  essentially 
of  dried  vegetable  materials. " 

You  see  what  I  mean  about  the  danger  of  postponing  a  call  on  a  reputable 
physician  i,;hile  trj^-ing  a  bottle  of  Number  So-and-3o?     If  a  person  suffering  from 
diabetes  is  properly  advised  on  diet  and  other  treatment ,   the  disease  is  often 
held  in  check,  but  if  it  gains  headway,  it  may  be  too  late  to  save  the  patient. 

'Quoting  still  from  the  report,   "The  libel  charged  that  the  different 
formula  numbers  appearing  on  the  labels  of  the  article  are  devices  suggesting 
the  curative  and  therapeutic  effects  of  the  article,   since  the  combination  of 
letters  and  figures  means  to  the  purchasers  that  the  articles  are  a  treatment 
for  th:-^  various  diseases.     This  combination  of  letters  and  n\imbers  has  attained 

a  certain  meaning  to  purchasers  as  the  result  of  advertising   in  various 

ways. ' 
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"The  report  doesn't  point  out  the  awful  possibility  of  getting  your 
numbers  mixed,  even  if  any  number  were  good  for  anything."    Our  correspondent 
says,  "I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  persons  always  dialing  the  wrong  number. 
How  unfortunate  it  might  be  to  pick  out  a  number  supposed  to  cure  high  blood 
pressure,  and  merely  get  a  concoction  for  a  cold  in  the  headi     However,  in  this 
case  such  a  mistake  would  make  no  difference  to  the  customer.     As  the  report 
states,   'Examination  of  the  products  showed  them  to  consist  essentially  of  dried 
vegetable  materials,'  with  none  of  the  properties  so  extravagantly  claimed  for 
them. 

"Here's  a  bit  of  detective  work  involving  a  substandard  preparation  with 
false  and  fraudulent  therapeutic  claims  as  a  cure  for  pneumonia,  sepsis,  cellu- 
litis,  carbioncles,  and  skin  infections.     ii^Hien  the  manager  of  the  branch  ware- 
house of  this  manufacturer  learned  that  the  Food  and  Drug  inspector  was  coming 
aro'und  a  second  time  to  check  on  the  product,  he  told  him  it  had  all  been  moved 
away.     And  so  it  had-  to  another  room  in  the  same  building-  where  it  was  found 
and  promptly  seized. 

"Turning  now  to  cases  of  detective  work  involving  filthy,  adulterated,  or 
short  i^eight  foods,  the  first  problem  I  read  about  was  tracing  the  cause  of  food 
poisoning  of  I3  inmptes  of  a  New  York  City  lodging  house.     A  dish-v;ashing  com- 
pound containing  sodium  fluoride  turned,  out  to  be  the  culprit.     It  developed 
that  the  barrel  of  the  cleaning  compound  was  stored  next  to  a  barrel  of  ordinary 
table  salt.     This  is  a  potential  sotting  for  contamination,  of  course.  How 
often  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration  ha.s  warned  people  never  to  store  poison- 
ous non- foods  anyv.'here  near  food  stuff  si 

"Our  food  and  drug  detectives  have  been  on  the  trail  of  dirt  in  dairy 
products  for  the  past  five  yea.rs.     They  have  found  plenty  of  it.     The  manager 
of  one  Indiana  creamery  was  found  to  be  deliberately  soliciting  questionable 
cream,  and  was  using  every  means  to  have  such  cream  escape  Federal  and  State 
inspection.     He  even  ordered  drivers  of  trucks  bringing  in  cream  to  wait  along 
the  roadside  until  after  the  inspectors  left.     But  the  inspectors  were  not  so 
easily  fooled.     This  practice  was  soon  stopped. 

"During  the  season's  campaign,  the  Chicago  Station  of  the  F  &  D  A,  in 
cooperation  with  the  State  officials  of  that  territory,   examined  36,273  cans 
of  cream.     Of  this,   six  and  four  tenths  percent  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
purposes. 

"In  the  month  of  August,  when  Federal  authorities  were  especially  active 
in  rounding  up  food  products  carelessly  packed  and  handled,   seizures  of  perish- 
able articles  increased  in  number,  while  canned,  dried,  and  other  processed  foods 
continued  to  demand  careful  attention.     Seizures  of  fish  included  a  total  of 
1>735  pounds  of  polluted  crabmeat,  a  2,100  pound  shipment  of  wormy  whitefish, 
and  some  3 '550  cases  of  bad  tuna  fish. 

"Other  products  seized  because  of  an  unwholesome  condition  were  moldy, 
dirty,  insect-infested  prunes,  wormy,  rancid,  decomposed  walnut  meats,  wormy 
blueberries  and  huckleberries,  weevilly  flour,  insect  infested  canned  mustard 
greens  and  apple  butter,  moldy  tomato  puree  and  paste,  and  decomposed  eggs  that 
had  failed  to  hatch  under  incubation,  but  were  being  sold  as  food.     Weight  and 
volume  shortages  were  responsible  for  seizures  of  peanut  butter,  preserves, 
canned  orange  juice,  and  honey.     Substandard  peaches,  cherries,  peas  and  tomatoes 
without  the  proper  information  on  the  labels  also  came  under  the  strong  arm  of 
the  law.  " 


That  ends  our  Washington  letter. 


